
Kindergarten Year At-A 
Glance





Social Emotional

The goal of the kindergarten social emotional program is to create a safe, productive learning 
environment that empowers each child to take responsibility for his/her actions. To reinforce 
qualities such as compassion, patience, and tolerance that are within us, we joined together as an 
entire school to incorporate the TOOLBOX approach for our class and ourselves. As Mark A. Collin, 
the creator of The Tool box states, “the Toolbox offers a common language based on the metaphor 
of tools that rekindles the intrinsic goodness and wholeness that lies within children, their families, 
and communities. The “common language” is rooted in self-knowledge, self-awareness, non-violence, 
and empathy for others.”









Literacy
Whether acting, painting, writing, or illustrating the kindergarten language arts program is centered on 
communication and being a member of a learning community. The Kindergarten literacy block is based around The 
Collaborative Classroom framework. Through this framework, the students are provided with opportunities to learn 
reading, writing, and cooperative skills. The students develop as readers and writers by learning and gaining 
independence in the following areas: Read to self, read to someone, and listen to reading, word work, and writing 
work. After a whole-class lesson, readers go to a designated place to work independently while we work with small 
groups on guided reading and specific word or writing, skills. For the first six weeks of school the K’s will learn how 
to come to the magic carpet/the meeting area, how to sit, listen, ways to read a book, and how to work 
independently. After these skills are mastered, we will shift our focus from monitoring students’ behavior to working 
with small groups on different reading skills. Currently, the Ks are learning to how to label words independently for 
their illustrations.



Math
The goal of the kindergarten math program is to create a safe, positive learning environment that engages students 
in making sense of mathematical ideas. The kindergarten math program focuses on problem solving using manipulative 
materials.  Often, math problems deal with day-to-day activities. Whenever possible the Ks use their math skills to 
solve problems throughout the day. For instance they will count to see how long it will take for everyone in the group 
to get to the magic carpet or how to divide up the trowels so that each group has a tool to use in the garden.
For the last eight years, the Kindergarten has joined the first through fifth grade to use The Investigations in 
Number, Data, and Space curriculum. The kindergarten curriculum is designed to: 

● Engage a range of learners in understanding mathematics
● Support students in becoming mathematical thinkers
● Provide work in important areas of mathematics such as counting, number fluency, addition, 

subtraction, geometry, measurement, and data



Interconnected Learning
With different themes, the Ks have opportunities to apply their social, literacy, 
science, and math skills in various ways.



Outdoor Education
In the fall, we will take field trips to places such as Rock Bottom Ranch and Aspen Tree. The Ks will learn about 
animals and plants. In the winter we may go to ACES and the top of Aspen Mountain to learn about animals in the 
winter. After the Spring Musical, we will spend three days camping at The End of the Road Ranch in Newcastle.  
Each trip provides numerous opportunities for the Ks to be caring, flexible, responsible members of the K team.



Cross-Country Skiing
After the winter holiday break, the Ks will have an opportunity to learn how to cross country 
ski.They will learn basic XC-skiing techniques as well as trail etiquette. At first this is challenging 
for most of the kids. Whether collecting all their outdoor gear, getting it on properly, learning how 
to put on their skis, and how to get up after falling are some examples. There are innumerable 
opportunities to use their Toolbox tools. 



               El Tioga
 El Tioga The Ks will have a chance to use their reading and writing skills such as making signs, creating 
announcements, and conducting surveys while participating in a few El Tioga events throughout the 
school year.  This year we are having an all school garden harvest El Tioga.  The proceeds will go to the 
Basalt Fire Department and the Roaring Fork River Conservancy as a way to say Thank You!



Gift Giving

Gift Giving In December the Kindergarteners invite the entire school to bring toiletries, 
books, and stuffed animals to fill gift bags that go to mothers at The Family Visitor Center in 
Glenwood.  The Ks make posters, decorate bags, and fill the bags with the help of older 
children. This community outreach gives our children an opportunity to put generosity into 
action.



Explorers’ Club
Starting in January and continuing through March, the Ks will have  a chance to explore a topic of his/her 
choice such as Cats, Trains, and Snow. He/she will have an opportunity to learn through books, art, field 
trips, videos, and guests. In both writing and reading workshop, the Ks will study nonfiction. They will 
make their own nonfiction book about their topic. This is a popular unit. Children are so excited to hone in 
on the topic of their choice. It’s a great opportunity for parents who are experts in a particular topic to visit 
the class and share their expertise.



Spring Musical
Every Spring the entire school creates an original musical. Each student has a role. The musical is performed for two 
nights at the Wheeler Opera House.

A few years ago, Jim Gilchrist wrote “You might be asking why we engage in such as gigantic project as creating and 
producing an original musical in 3 and one half weeks with a mess of 5-14 year olds. The following reasons are why we 
believe the spring musical encourages, enhances, and impels students toward reaching some very important 
educational goals: 

Effort-The most powerful learning message we can give our children is that hard work and effort lead to success.

Interconnected Learning-Academic, social, artistic, and community building skills are deeply woven into each day 
during the musical. Students have a direct experience with the interconnected nature of learning and success.

Community- The best way to be a community is to do something as a community. The bigger the task the greater the 
potential reward and learning.

This entire process is big for the Ks. Depending on how they are feeling,they can perform one or both nights.

 



Backstage at the Wheeler Opera House


